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Looking Ahead  
 

JANUARY  
12th School Board Meeting 7pm 
14th EARLY DISMISSAL 
 Squirrel’s Club 
 Chick-Fil-A Night 5-8 
15th DD2 Spelling Bee 
19th Martin Luther King Holiday-NO 
 SCHOOL 
20th Teacher Workday-NO STUDENTS 
21st Report Cards go home 
22nd Terrific Kid 
 House of Bounce Night 6-8 
23rd Report Card Celebration 
 5th Grade-7:45am, 3rd Grade-8:30am, 
 4th Grade-9:10am 
26th School Board Meeting 7pm 
28th EARLY DISMISSAL  
29th Technology Night 
30th OES Spirit Day  
 

 FEBRUARY 
3rd 100th Day of School 
4th Squirrel’s Club 
6th School Counselor’s Day 
  

Oakbrook Elementary School 

 
Monica O’Dea, Principal 

 
Deb Hargrove, Assistant Principal 
Kim Boutin, Assistant Principal 
Nathalina Tolbert, Administrative Intern 

RESOURCEFULNESS:  Using what you have to get the job 
done.   
 
There are many ways to approach getting the job done.  
The typical approach is to evaluate what needs to be 
done and what is required to do it.   
 
Limits are recognized and overcome.  Discouragement 
is a large hurdle to clear when there doesn’t seem to be 
enough available to get the job done.  When the 
limitations are overcome, the accomplishment seems 
even sweeter. 
 
Creativity is encouraged.  Producing a solution from 
limited materials fuels a child’s awareness of his or her 
creativity.  Success is a natural encouragement for future 
efforts. 
 
The process is valued as much as the product.  The 
most valuable aspect of doing a job is building a set of 
problem-solving tools.  Personal confidence grows when 
children see how previously developed methods from 
other areas of their lives can be applied to new situations. 

OUR MISSION: Oakbrook Elementary strives to provide every student with the skills necessary to be a productive citizen. 

 
 

TECHNOLOGY 
NIGHT 

Thursday, Jan. 29 
6:00-7:30PM 

Each and every day your 
children get to learn and 
experience education that 
incorporates technology.  

Come out and experience the 
interactive learning 

environment that is steadily 
becoming the 21st century 

classroom. 

 
OES welcomes…  

Becky Accolla-the new teacher in 5D. 
Safety Officer Sizemore-the Safety Officer 
who will be in the parking lot. 
Cindy Woods-the new front office secretary, 
who will start January 12. 

 
ATTENTION 

Oakbrook is going 
green… Grizzly 
Times will be 

printed every other 
week.  The next 

Grizzly Times will 
come home on the 
Friday the 23rd. 

 
EXTENDED DAY 
is now accepting appli-
cations for our Extended 
Day Program.   
 
JANUARY SPECIAL 

Registration is only $10 
per child and $15 per 
family.   
*A completed registra-
tion form must be on file 
BEFORE a child begins 
the program.* 
*Cost is only $60 per 
week for  the first child 
and $50 per week for 
each additional child in 
the family.   
*Hourly Rate per child 
is $6 an hour or any part 
of the hour . 
*Payment is due in ad-
vance prior to the 
weekly session.* 
 
Any questions, please 
contact Ms. Vicki, our  
Extended Day Coordina-
tor, at 832-7009. 
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A few ways to help A few ways to help A few ways to help A few ways to help 

Oakbrook ElementaryOakbrook ElementaryOakbrook ElementaryOakbrook Elementary

Please support our wonderful Business Partners:  Dr. Robert Beebe, CiCi’s Pizza, Papa John’s, House of Bounce, Gilligan’s, Quizno’s, Stardust Skate, Jump Indoors, Atlantic Coast Family 
Chiropractic, Chick-Fil-A, Carolina First Bank, Publix, Cornerstone Chiropractic, Larry Long, Rolly Pollies, First Federal, Ace Hardware, Dorchester Lanes, Beef O’ Brady’s, Piazza Home, Sonic,  
Celebration Town, 

Lunch-$1.40  Breakfast-$0.85 
   Lunch School Menu 

for the weeks of January 12 and 
January19 

includes milk choice 
Offered Daily: bag lunch 
**Only the main food is listed** 
MONDAY     
Ground Beef & Macaroni 
TUESDAY        
     Nachos w/ ground beef 
WEDNESDAY    
Bag Lunch-1/2 DAY 
THURSDAY      
 Popcorn Chicken 
FRIDAY              
Cheese Pizza 
MONDAY        
ML King Holiday-NO SCHOOL 
TUESDAY    
NO SCHOOL 
WEDNESDAY 
Cheese Sandwich w/ Soup 
THURSDAY 
Hamburger w/ Lettuce & Tomato 
FRIDAY  
Pepperoni Pizza 

 

2008—2009 
Early Dismissal Days 

Students will be dismissed 
At  11:00 this year. 

 
Letters will be sent home asking if 
your child will buy lunch, bring lunch 
or eat lunch at home.  Also you will be 
asked how the child is to go home 
that day.  Please let  Day Care and 
Babysitters know about these special 

early dismissal days.   
 

WEDNESDAYS 

January 14th 

January 28th 

February 25th 

March 18th 

*Fine Arts Rotation* 
Rotation 3 begins  

Monday, January 12th 

Music, Art, or P.E.  

 Our annual Jump 
Rope for Heart kick 
off will take place in 
January!  The 
students will learn 
jump rope skills while 
raising money to 
fund lifesaving 
research.  PLEASE 
look for donation 
packets which will be 
sent home with your 
child.  The Jump 
Rope for Heart event 
will take place in the 
cafeteria during your 
child’s scheduled PE/
Dance class. 
Rotation 1   Feb.3rd 
Rotation 2   Feb 9th 
Rotation 3   Feb 12th 

Routines and Procedures 
Routines and Procedures are in place for our students and 
parents at Oakbrook Elementary for safety. When everyone 
follows them, traffic flows smoother, children are safer, and 
no one is confused about what they can and cannot do.  
When people see other people do something… they assume 
that they can too.  That should not be the case.  We all need 
to do what is right.  Here are some reminders as well as some 
changes for some areas to help make arrival and dismissal 
more efficient. 
 
Arrival – Students should be in their classrooms at 7:25. 
 

1. Parents and students may enter the GATES at 7:05.  
No one should go through the GATES to enter the 
building before 7:05.   (Please be considerate of this 
time, the teachers are getting to their classrooms 
and trying to get unpacked ready for the day.) 

2. Should you have a scheduled conference, please 
report to the office first. 

 
Car riders in the mornings: 

 1. Pull up to the curb and the teachers will unload 
students from the cars.  (Do not let your 
children out in the front of the building until 
the teachers are on duty.) 

OR 
2. Park in the parking lot… in a designated space 

and walk your child/children across the cross 
walk. (Do not stop in the road to unload 
children and an adult.)  Please find an 
appropriate PARKING PLACE, turn your car 
off and walk across the designated cross walk 
where the teacher will direct you across.  

 
NEW …Beginning Monday, January 12, the inner loop 
will be closed off to THRU traffic.  Handicapped 
accessibility is still available for those that need it.  
Handicapped marked cars only will be allowed through 
the inner circle.  All cars should veer to the right to park.  
This will keep the children safer while walking through 
the parking lot.  We have had too many close calls with 
people driving through this area as well as when backing 
out. 
 

Dismissal – School dismissal time is 2:10. 
 

Car riders – Students are loaded into the cars as they pull up 
to the school.  Please talk to your child about watching for 
their car.  This will help the line go smoothly. 
 
We ask that car riders not begin to line up before 1:00.  Once 
you are in the car rider line, parents must be in their cars 
while waiting in line.   
 
Walkers/bike riders – Parents should wait by the bike 
racks.  Children dismissed as walkers, walk down the hill 
and cross the street.  Parents of walkers are not to drive 
to pick up walkers.  If you have a circumstance that 
arises and you need to change your child to a car rider, 
please contact the office.  If approval is given for that 
change, you need to be in the car rider line. 
 
On rainy days, walkers and bike riders will wait in the media 
center for someone to pick them up.  If a parent does not 
come, we will walk the children down the hill.  On rainy 
days, we understand that some parents will most likely drive 
to pick up their children. For this situation only, parents 
may park and pick up their children in the media center. 
   
(Rainy days are tough calls.  Please know that we are trying 
to make the best decisions we can under the circumstances.) 
 
Please be considerate of instructional time and avoid signing 
children out early.  Every minute counts for all children! 
 

New Year’s Resolutions 
 

The top 10 New Year’s 
Resolutions are: 
1. Lose weight and get in 

better physical shape 
2. Stick to a budget 
3. Debt reduction 
4. Enjoy more quality 

time with family and 
friends 

5. Find a soul mate 
6. Quit smoking 
7. Find a better job 
8. Learn something new 
9. Volunteer to help oth-

ers 
10. Get organized 
 
 More and more 
people are resolving to 
spend quality time with 
family and friends this 
year.  This means you 
must consciously decide to 
actively and purposely 
work on improving your 
family situation every day. 
You may need to do such 
things as reschedule busi-
ness activities to make 
time for your kids,  help 
your children set and 
achieve worthwhile goals, 
and setting aside an hour a 
day for the family every 
day. 
 Starting right now, 
you can begin to make 
choices and take day-to-
day actions that will create 
nothing short of a phe-
nomenal family.  You can 
choose to have one if you 
just resolve to do it and 
know where to put your 
focus.  Making our families 
stronger and healthier  is 
important to our communi-
ties, our state, and our 
world.  
 
Here are some ideas to get 
you started… 
1. Have a special book 

and read aloud every 
day to your children. 

2. Be kinder to others 
3. Exercise more 
4. Forgive and forget... 
 

EXCUSES,  EXCUSES, EXCUSES 

When your child is absent 
from school for any rea-
son, please send in a writ-
ten excuse with the child’s 
name, date of absence, and 
the reason for your child’s 
absence. 


